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Major concepts

1. Nonprofit
organizations,
advocacy, and
elections

2. Partisan and
nonpartisan election
season activities

3. Best practices for
nonpartisan election
season activities




Why do elections matter, and why should
nonprofits care?

v" Elections shape public policy

v Public policies define the laws and budget
priorities that impact society

v Nonprofits can advance their work by promoting
and being part of policy change



501(c)(3) 501(c)(4)
Public charity Social welfare group
PR i A SR
. Helping People. Changing Lives.
Acoml_mmny A/\ ‘
w/1ction. WOMEN VOTERS'
Tax status -Tax exempt -Tax exempt
-Contributions tax-deductible
Lobbying -Limited -Unlimited
activities
Electoral -Nonpartisan (cannot support/ -Partisan or nonpartisan
activities oppose candidates for public office) | -Can’t be primary activity

-Follow fed, state, and local election
laws




) League of Women Voters- of Washington

Empowering all Washingtonians to engage in a more responsible & responsive democracy

HOME  GET INVOLVED » ADVOCACY = VOTERTOOLS = FIND RESOURCES = EVENTS ABOUTUS = FOR MEMBERS

Home » GetliInvolved » Donate » Donate to the Education Fund

EDUCATION FUND

The League of Women Voters of Washington Education Fund is dedicated
to strengthening knowledge of government in Washington State. The
Education Fund sponsors and supports nonpartisan educational projects
that help the public better understand major public policy issues and
become active and informed participants in their communities and in
their government.

e [earn about our civics textbook, The State We're In: Washington
® Browse Education Funded Studies, Books, Reports

The League of Women Voters of Washington Education Fund is a 501(c)3
organization. The Education Fund operates separately from the League of
Women Voters of Washington, which is a 501(c)4 organization, with a
separate board of directors. Contributions to the Education Fund are tax
deductible.

Donate to the Education Fund




501(c)(3) nonprofits may not
participate in any pariisan
activities.




Partisan
activities:

Show support or
opposition for a
candidate for public
office, including

nonpartisan positions.

- Endorsements
- Campaign contributions

(donations, in-kind
contributions, volunteer
phone-banks/
doorknocking)

- Publicly express approval

or disapproval of a
candidate’s positions/
actions

- Refer to candidates,

elections, or voting when
promoting an event, idea,
or body of work



501(c)(3) nonprofits can
participate in nonpariisan
election season activities.




Nonpartisan Engaging candidates:

- - Candidate forums and
elegt!o_n season dobatos
activities:

- Highlighting an issue
publicly (shared w/all
candidates, nonpartisan,

Highlight your unbiased)—twitter, org
organization’s work or ~ WePsite

core .ISSUGS durmg Constituent education:
election season. - Legislative score cards

- Candidate questionnaires
(shared w/all candidates,

1. Issue advocacy nonpartisan, unbiased)

2. Support ballot initiatives

3. Voter registration and Focus on public policy,
engagement” not criticism.



Issue advocacy

- Lawmaker and constituent
education

- Lobbying, i.e. asking for
support or opposition on a
piece of legislation

- Grassroots lobbying, i.e.
asking for constituents to
contact their lawmakers

- Sharing legislative
performance

OK to engage incumbents
—don’t refer to election or
candidacy



Ex: OK issue advocacy during election season

WA Housing Alliance @WLIHA - Sep 5 o 11 NACEDA and 3 others Retweeted

::_M__, We're on #TeamHousing! Many are testifying at @KCCouncil this morning we join ' YWCA Seattle | King | Snohomish & @YWCAworks - Aug 21 v
them by asking @KCC_Claudia @JoeMcDermottWA @RDembowski &":n: YWCA and @FiresteelWA along with other social organizations are calling for
@DaveUpthegrove @KCCKohlWelles @KathyLambert @KCCReaganDunn to King County's #L.odgingTax to be used for housing. Read Firesteel's blog to see
allocate the most $ possible from the #LodgingTax for #affordablehousing how you can join #TeamHousing and YWCA.

ow.ly/kW3h30luYwF

d O (A O s &
#&m 6,320 SKCHomelessCoalition @Homeless2Housed - Sep 5 v

b wonener  YES, We did! #TeamHousing has a lot to be proud of. We thank ALL our
H £ == partners, and all 8 members of the @KCCounci| for agreeing that it's necessary
m$ nﬁ to do MORE than the minimum, and invest more $ in homes for working people

" across King County - though they differed in approach.

Anitra L. Freeman @anitrastreet
seattlepi.com/seattlenews/ar... We won 50% of the Hotel/Motel tax revenue
for housing! #TeamHousing

o (! QO s &



Promoting
ballot initiatives
through:

- Get-out-the-
Vote

- House parties
- Endorsement

- Education
events

- Social media
- Op-Eds

Meires vy A barcn

WA Housing Alliance @WLIHA - 14 Apr 2014

Bellingham's Home Fund creates opportunities for safe, affordable homes.
Maybe your community needs a fund like this!
bellinghamherald.com/2014/04/11/358...

O T Vv &

11 WA Housing Alliance Retweeted

R
O

CCCHousingTrustFundP @CCCHTFP - 15 May 2013 v
Looking forward to talking about the #BellinghamHomeFund victory @WLIHA's
#COEH2013. Workshop starts in 25 min

Q nu1 Q &

WA Commerce @ @WAStateCommerce - Jun 21 v
Commerce's #HoustingTrust Fund awarded $250K to help build 8 new homes
for 1st-time homebuyers in Bellingham in partnership w/ @Habitat_org. These
homes will sell for $100-$150K, have access to a community garden, &
connection to Bellingham Park's trail system. #affordablehousing
pic.twitter.com/OdxECalcgy

9 n1 Q 3 &



Voter
registration and
engagement™:

- Talk about the
importance of
voting—not
who to vote for

- Cannot refer to
party or
candidate

- Make
opportunity/
event available
to everyone

Cannot use
CSBG funds for
voter
registration and
engagement

Federal Funds and Voter Registration

All 501(c)(3) organizations must follow the

same IRS rule barring charities from conducting
partisan political activities to support or oppose
candidates while allowing nonprofits to conduct
voter engagement and election activities on a
nonpartisan basis.

In a few special cases Congress has added
stipulations on the use of certain federal funds

to restrict voter registration activities. In contrast,
the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (NVRA)
requires state agencies offering federal assistance
like Medicaid or WIC to off voter registration to those
who sign up.

Federal Funds with Voter Registration
Restrictions

Community Service Block Grants (CSBG)
Nonprofits who receive Community Service Block Grant
funding, like Community Action Agencies:

CANNOT

* Use CSBG funds to pay for staff or materials to
conduct voter registration.

* Use CSBG funds to provide rides to the polls.

CAN

* Use non-CSBG funds to do voter registration such
as having staff or others not paid by CSBG funds
help register voters, so long as it’s not identified as a
service of the agency. In this case, voter registration
should be done outside of service delivery, for
example, at a table or local event.

* Use CSBG or other funds to do any other kinds
of nonpartisan voter engagement activities to
promote voter education and voter participation
such as reminding staff and clients about an

upcoming election. However, it is recommended
that CSBG funds used for nonpartisan election
activity be limited and not done in a way to give
public perception of the agency as being in anyway
involved in partisan politics.

Head Start

Head Start has similar restrictions to that of CSBG
recipients, except Head Start had language added in
2007 to amend the Head Start Act to affirm a Head Start
program’s right to have outside groups do nonpartisan
voter registration drives at their sites. A Head Start
program:

CANNOT

*  Use Head Start funds to conduct or have employees
conduct voter registration activities.

*  Use Head Start funds to provide rides to the polls.

CAN

* Have a nonpartisan organization or non-Head Start
personnel do voter registration at Head Start facilities
during all hours of operation.

* Do any other type of nonpartisan voter education,
such as keeping parents and others informed about
how, when, and where to vote.

Do Community Development Block Grant
funds have similar restrictions?

No. Unlike with CSBG funds, there are no
restrictions on doing voter registration or any
type of nonpartisan activity. A nonprofit with
CDBG funds should follow the same rules that
apply to any 501(c)(3) organization barring
partisan, political activity to support or oppose
candidates.

X( Nonprofit VOTE

www.nonprofitvote.org



Best nonpartisan election
season activities for your
nonprofit.




2017 turnout by county

Statewide voter turnout in the Nov. 7 election was a record low 37.1
percent. But turnout varied widely from 75.8 percent in Garfield
County to 28.1 percent in Yakima County.

PERCENT OF VOTER TURNOUT BY COUNTY
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Why do elections matter, and why should
nonprofits care?

v" Elections shape public policy

v Public policies define the laws and budget
priorities that impact society

v Nonprofits can advance their work by promoting
and being part of policy change

https://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2013/07/can-nonprofits-increase-
voting.pdf/




Best practices

Share important Make it easy for your
iInformation about service participants
elections and and clients to register
registration and vote*

Put your organization
Increase access to out there as an
voting by addressing iImportant stakeholder
structural barriers and elevate important
Issues




General election registration and
ballot deadlines

Voter education Monday, October 8 Deadline for online &
mail-in voter
v Voter registration
registration _and October 6- 13 State Voters’ Pamphlets
ballot deadlines mailed
October 19- 25 Ballots drop; Accessible

v Eligibility Voting Units available
(through Election Day)

v Vote-by-maill,

early voting Monday, October 29 Deadline for in-person

(free postage-- new WA state

2018 King registration

County) Tuesday, November 6  Election Day—ballots
https://www.sos.wa.gov/ postmarked by 8 pm,
elections/dates-and- drop boxes close by 8

deadlines.aspx om



e
OCTOBER

8th  Last day for mail and online registration

The deadline for mail-in and online registrations for the General Election is October 8th (29 days
prior to Election Day). Also, any address changes or updates must be done before the 8th to be
eligible for this election.

19th Ballots mailed for General Election

Ballots for all eligible voters in the General Election, other than military, go in the mail by October 19th.
You can view a list of ballots returned on our website at www.Elections.ChelanCountyWA.gov.

And last day to file as a write-in candidate

If you missed filing week back in May, your final opportunity to file as a write-in candidate is October
19th. Write-in candidates will not appear on the ballot.

29th Last day for in-person voter registration

The deadline for in-person registrations is October 29th. Any voters wishing to register in-person
must be a brand new Washington voter to be eligible for this election.

—-— -— -— -—— -—
- — - - -
v v v v v

Campaigning - candidate requests

Ballot returns
60% to 80% of all ballots returned will be received

prior to Election Day. 70% of all ballots are
returned by drop box.

Commonly campaigns will try to time their mailings to be
the same day as the ballots are mailed (around October
19th). You can request the list of voters online with a
Voter Data Request Form.

http://www.co.chelan.wa.us/files/elections/documents/election/2018%20Calendar.pdf




e
Voter eligibility

To register and vote in
Washington you must be:

- A citizen of the United
States;

- A legal resident of
Washington state;

- 18 years old by Election
Day;

- Not under the authority of
the Department of
Corrections; and

- Not disqualified from voting
due to a court order.




e
Voter registration drives

Immediately address:

« Cost barriers to postage

 Limited/restricted internet
access

 Name/address change

« Multilingual language
needs for registration and

ballots
Provide info about:
9% * Eligibility, what you need
5 AN « Accessible Voting Units
T Twvoks (AVUS)
U.S. citizens may register to vote here * Restoration of VOting
Si eres ciudadano inscribete para votar aqui nghts to peop|e convicted
e @socrtarof ite of a felony




(@) Secretary of 72121(3 Elections Search.. a |

Espafiol 3 tiéng Viét

* VOTERS ~ CANDIDATES ~ INITIATIVES & REFERENDA ~ EDUCATION & OUTREACH RESEARCH ~ ADMINISTRATORS CONTACT INFO ~

State Agencies

Agency-based Voter Registration Forms

Aging and Long-Term Support
Administration
1. Click/tap on form below to display. Community Services Division

2. You may type your return address on page 2 before printing. Developmental Disabilities

Administration

® Dept of Health

Department of Services for the
If you cannot print the forms, you may request forms be mailed to you by contacting Voter Registra- Blind
tion Customer Service. Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation

Health Benefits Exchange

ALTSA (Aging and Long-Term Support Administration) Health Care Authority

Other Agency
Arabic Voter Registration Form

Burmese Voter Registration Form Return Completed Forms

. . . Send completed forms within three days
Cambodian Voter Registration Form via campus mail to MS.40225;
Chinese Voter Registration Form or mail to:

English Voter Registration Form bbbl e

https://www.sos.wa.qov/elections/abvr/forms.aspx#altsa




Washington State Voter Registration Form

Register online at www.myvote.wa.gov

VOTER 1 | Personal Information

REGISTRATION

FORMS ARE

AVAILABLE IN 18 e arbin mmicati

LANG U AG ES residential address {in Washington} apt#

city pid

—— I
mailing address (if different than residential address) _ B a I.IOt WI I I b e
mailed

last name first middle

Omale Ofemale

4 Voting district

English oty State ] 2IP

Chinese / X phone number (optional) email address (optional}

Spanish / Espaiiol

. . a If you mark no to either of these questions, do not complete this form
Vietnamese / Tléng Viet Ovyes Ono  1am acitizen of the United States of America.

Amharic [ AoIcE Ovyes Ono  Iwill be at least 18 years old by the next election.

3| Military / overseas status

Arabic [ 1 »as
l‘t Olam in the Armed Forces {includes Naticnal Guard and Reserves; and
Bengali I G military spousas or dependents away from home because of service).
Ol live outside the U.S.

ELIEEN e
Cambodian | mangst: 1000000000000 — Either

Hindi / m If you do not have a Washington driver
license or ID, provide the last four XX X-XX- D D .
Japanese [ BEA digits of your Social Security number | Icen Se/ I D or
Korean / gt=0{ If you are already registered and are changing your name or address, fill out this I a St 4 Of S S N
Laotian | wag9292 section [this information will be used to update your registration)
Punjabi / YrATEt former last name Tirst miadie
Russian / Pyccxuu former residential address city state / 2IF
somall / Soomazl
Tagalog | declare that the facts on this voter registration form are true. | am a citizen of the
United States, | will have lived at this address in Washington for at least thirty days
Ukrainian , YKpa'I'HCbKMIi immediately before the next election at which | vote, | will be at least 18 years old
when | vote, | am not disqualified from voting due to a court crder, and | am not
under Department of Corrections supervision for a Washington felony conviction.
Forms available at sign[ date [ .
here here
e @ Sign & date!

https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/washington-state-quide-to-reqgistering-voters.pdf




Candidate
questionnaires:

- Shared or made
available for all
candidates

- No formatting or
editing responses

- Provide clear
instructions; specify
how responses will
be used

- Open-ended, non-
pointed questions

- Do not ask for

candidates to
“pledge support”

Washington Housing Alliance

A ACTION FUND

2018 Endorsement Questionnaire for State Legislative Candidates

Washington Housing Alliance Action Fund suppeorts candidates who champion public policy that
prevents and ends homelessness and moves us toward a time when everyone in Washington has the
opportunity to live in a safe, healthy, affordable home.

We will use responses to this questionnaire to determine endorsements as well as potential
contributions and volunteer turnout. Answers may be shared with members and other affiliated parties
and may also be used to educate voters.

To be considered for a pre-primary endorsement, please complete and retum this questionnaire in
Word or PDF format to Teresa Clark at teresac@housingactionfund.org by Monday, June 4.

Please take a moment to tell us a little more about your campaign:

Campaign Contact Information

Candidate Name: Committee Name:
Legislative District: Position:

Campaign Phone: Campaign Website:

Estimated Campaign Budget
Primary:

General:

Raised to Date:

Voter Contact
What efforts will you make to reach out to communities of color, renters, and low-income
constituents?

Key Endorsements to date:
Summary Statement

If we endorse your candidacy, we would like to provide a summary statement to our members in your
district. Please provide a statement by answering the question below:

If elected, what will you do ensure that everyone in Washington has the opportunity to live in
a safe, healthy, affordable home? (Please limit your response to 150 words or less.)




Example candidate question:

The Housing and Essential Needs rental assistance program
ensures that extremely low-income, disabled adults at risk of
homelessness have modest resources to help pay rent in the
private market. The program hasn’t been increased since its
inception in 2011, yet homelessness has risen across the state.

Would you support an Operating Budget increase to this
program?

Comments/How will you take leadership on this?(Please limit
your response 150 words or less).




Candidate forums & debates

- Invite all viable candidates
(can use objective criteria)

- Open-ended, non-pointed
guestions; nonpartisan
moderator

- Set time-limits for
responses

- Cover a broad range of
issues

- Audience questions
submitted in advance

- Invite the media

- All candidate materials
must be kept out




Questions?



e
Thank you!

More resources:

- Bolder Advocacy (AFJ)- bolderadvocacy.org
- Nonprofit VOTE- nonprofitvote.org

- WA Secretary of State— sos.wa.gov

- Win/Win Network— winwinnetwork.org

2018 Candidate Forums: https://www.wliha.org/be-housing-voter#Forum

Upcoming Learn at Lunch Webinars
http://wliha.org/resources/webinars-and-tools

For more information, contact A
dimitrig@wliha.org 'A

WASHINGTON LOW INCOME

Housing Alliance




